
sitting on our couch watching TV and all 
ofa sudden, bang, bang, bang," saysJamie. 
''You'd think we were partying all the 
time, butwe're reallykind ofboring." 

The dispute has been brewing for years, 
and since week two Jamie has been trying 
to resolve it through herco-op board. 
"I've thought about taking legal action," 
she says. 'We have a real estate practice in 
my firm, but I've been told that it would be 
really freaking hard to get rid ofher since 
she's arent-stabilized tenant." 

Real estate lawyer Lucas Ferrara 
stresses that any neighbor dispute­
whether it involves a rent-stabilized 
tenant or not-is hard to resolve in court. 
"I represented a client in Riverdale who 
could hear everything in his neighbors' 
apartment: sex acts, expelling gas, them 
wishingeach othergoodnight. It became 

so disturbing that he filed alawsuit to 
compel the owner to address it," Lucas 
explains. "Itwas settled, but onlyafter 
two years oflitigation \vith the fees 
exceeding $100,000." 

And in aco-op, litigation can especially 
create bad blood. ''You're essentially 
suingyour fellow owners," says Lucas. 
"They'll get hit with a special assessment 
fee, so theyend up payingfor it." 

In otherwords, legal action should be 
alast resort. "I find that people who are 
in these situations often aren't thinking 
rationally," he adds. "A lawyer's job is to 
tell clients the strengths and weaknesses 
oftheir case and talk to them about the 
ugly realities oflitigation. Most cases are 
time-conSuming and expensive. Are you 
willing to go through that anguish?" 

Many celebrities living in NYC seem 

willing. In 2005 Sean COllierygot into a 
legal battle with a neighbor in his East Side 
townhouse over the cost ofroofand fa­
~ade repair. Andjust last year, Bono-who 
lives in the San Remo, overlooking Central 
Park West-raised hell over fireplace 
smoke from other unitsthat was wafting 
toward his family's penthouse. 

So what do you do ifyou're a normal 
person like Jim\ a 29-year-old blogger 
who lives on the Lower East Side? "My 
neighbor gets drunk on a nightly basis 
and comes home around 2=30 am.," he 
says. "It takes him 10 minutes to make 
it up the stairs-in the meantime, he yells 
drunken slurs. When he eventually makes 
it home, he cranks up the stereo. He's a 
surprisinglybigfan ofGrease." 

According to writer Bob Borzotta, 42, 
who is workingon abook called Neighbors 
From Hell, step one should be talking to 
the offender face-to-face. ''You have to 
talk to people in anonthreateningway. 
Ifyou confront them aggressively, they 
respond in kind," he explains. Iftalking 
doesn't work, bring the complaint to your 
landlord or co-op board. You can also try 
calling the police-just know that it rarely 
accomplishes much besides providinga 
documented case ofyour dispute. Beyond 
that,Bobwarns, "You can prettymuch 
assume it's not going to change. You 
have to fast-forward to accepting that 
you have aneighbor from hell." 

And ifyou do decide to take legal action, 
you will need to prove thatyour neighbor 
violates the city's noise code, or that his 
smoke is a true health concern, or that his 
pet is a nuisance-in other words, threat­
ening the safetyand comfort ofothers 
(namely, you). ''You have to show that you 
gave your neighbor and landlord notice," 
says Lucas. "Ifthe court gets the sense you 
are being unreasonable, that will impinge 
the success ofyour claim." 

Even ifyou do all ofthe above, ajudge 
(or in rare cases, ajury) still maynot side 
with you. "There are cases in NewYork 
that say this is an -urban environment and 
acertain amount ofnoise and discomfort 
is to be expected," Lucas adds. "I hear my 
neighbor vacuuming everyday. Is it annoy­
ing? No question. Is it actionable? No. It's 
just the uglyrealityofliving in agreat city." 
'These tenants asked that their names be 
changed. 
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