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This holiday, a gift for those with everything,
including a bad neighbor

We’ve all had at least one, and this holiday season a new book is available for friends
and loved ones who have the curse of a really bad neighbor. Author-producer Bob
Borzotta has been helping bad neighbor sufferers for 10 years, and has put some of his
best advice and stories from the front into his book, Neighbors From Hell. It’s available
at Amazon.com.

Borzotta’s web site, NeighborSolutions.com, offers general advice, plus specific
guidance to members. It has a message board that serves as a global support group
for people whose patience is tested by neighbors who make noise, trespass, have bad
kids, and create neighborhood nuisances that can make an otherwise nice community
unlivable.

Borzotta says radio and television programs are under discussion on the subject, but
he’s happy to just keep helping people online and through his book. A former
Philadelphia Inquirer reporter, turned corporate communications consultant, Borzotta
contends the increase in neighbor disputes over the years signals the end of the
traditional community as we once knew it. People no longer bother getting to know
each other around the neighborhood, so seemingly minor issues easily snowball into
long-lived wars involving police, lawyers and a whole lot of anxiety.

“Conflict close to home is one of the worst things to go through for many people,”
Borzotta says, “because our homes are supposed to be respites from the harsh outside
world.” Many of us, he says, choose our communities poorly, don’t know how to
properly address issues with neighbors, and don’t understand the legal and political
systems enough to make them work for us.

The result, according to Borzotta, is that bad neighbors are increasingly able to win
battles against the “good guys,” sending better neighbors out of communities with a
growing sense that “neighbor” should be a four-letter word. With Neighbors From Hell,
Borzotta aims to reverse that trend permanently.

Good neighbors rule.
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